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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the £^plicant according to Article 36. 



2, This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprismg: 

^ (sent to the applicant and to the International Bweau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets contaming rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listmg and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). ^ 
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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I2SI 


Box No. I 
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Box No. Ill 
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Box No. IV 




Box No. V 
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Box No. VI 
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Box No. VU 
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BoxNo. Vni 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the intemationeii application 
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Intemation^^B|cation No. 

pc^Roos/oieiss 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application m the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from tiie original language into the following language _ _ — f 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
fiwnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

1^ The international application as originally fUed/fiimished 
I I the description: 

pages ^, as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on ^ 

[ I the claims: 



pj^ggg , as originally filed/fumished 



pages' 



* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I the dravnngs: 

pages » as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* ^receivedby this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3^ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing ^s/7ec(g;^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specif): _ 



4. n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages , 

r I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs . 

[~| the sequence listing ^f/7eci%^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : 



♦ If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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INTERNATIONAL 



imernaaonai appucan 

FR£LIMIn4^P^0RT ON PATENTABILITY ^2^^ 



International application No. 

3/16153 



Box No. m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



Tlie questions wiietlier the claimed invention ^peais to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect ot 

[ I the oitire international application. 

13 claims Nos. 10- 12 



because: 

the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 10J2 . 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



Because the technical connection between means and terminals to be listed, which are described 
in claim 10, is unclear, the invention of claun 10 cannot be understood as a data recording system 
having a technical feature. As a result, the invention of claim 10 merely relates to a business activity 
characterized by such means and terminals to be listed nrinh installed in a store. 

The invention of claim 12 is a mettiod relating to business activity characterized by human 
practices. 



1571 the description, claims or drawings (indicaU particular elements below) or said claim No. 10 

are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify)'. 

The technical connection between means and terminals to be listed, which are described in claim 
10, is unclear. 



j— 1 the claims, or said claims Nos, . are so inadequately siqiported 

I I by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

I [ no international search report has been established for said claims Nos • 



I I the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in that 

the written form has not been furnished 

I I does not comply wi& the standard 
the computer readable form [~l has not been furnished 

I I does not conq>ly with the standard 

I I the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in coiiq>uter readable fonn only, do not comply with 
the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of tiiie Administrative Instructions. 

|~| see Supplemental Box for further details. 
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International application No. 



Box No, V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 

Novell (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



4,7,13 



1>3, 5, 6, 8,9, 11 



1-9,11, 13 



1-9, 11,13 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2, Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1 : JP, 3-35382, A (Toshiba Corp.), 15 February, 1991, All pages, all drawings (Family: 

Doc^ent 2: JP, 10-97785, A (Sony Corp.), 14 AprU, 1998, All pages, aU drawings (Family: none). 

The inventions of claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 1 1 do not appear to possess novelty or involve an 
inventive step based on documents 1 and 2 cited in the ISR. 

As described in documents 1 and 2, a storage medium having write permission information or 
write inhibition information is well known. ^ . 

The storage medium described in documents 1 and 2 clearly records data recorded m a device or 
other storage medium after canceling write inhibition state when data recorded in a device of other 
storage medium is recorded. 

The invention of claim 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on documents 1 and 

2 cited in the ISR. ^ ,w 

In the invention described in documents 1 and 2, whether to represent the canceUation ot wnte 
inhibition by resetting the write inhibition information or by also recording the write inhibition 
cancellation information in addition to the write inhibition information, is merely a design matter that 
can be eqjpropriately selected by a person skilled in the art. 

The inventions of claims 7 and 13 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 and 2 cited in the ISR. 

The idea of using a storage medium described in documents 1 and 2 as a medium for recordmg 
photographic image data picked up with a digital camera or a cellular phorie equipped with a camera is 
merely the demonstration of usual creative capabilities of a person skilled in the art 

Please note that the document US, 6,298,336, Bl [(Davis et al.), 02 October, 2001, AU pages, all I 
figures], represents prior art of the inventions described in claims 10 and 12 and is presented herem for 
reference. 
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